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Study  Underway 


Deteriorating  rush  hour  travel  conditions  on  the 
southwest  portion  of  Route  128  have  led  the 
Dukakis  Administration  and  state  officials  to  exann- 
ine  the  addition  of  a  travel  lane  in  each  direction 
between  Wellesley  and  Randolph.  The  existing 
Wellesley-to-Randolph  segment,  with  three  travel 
lanes  in  each  direction,  has  inadequate  traffic 
capacity.  A  bottleneck  for  traffic  occurs  during 
both  the  morning  and  evening  rush  hours  at  the 
transitions  from  four  travel  lanes  in  each  direction 
to  three  lanes.  This  section  of  Route  128  is  currently 
the  only  section  of  the  highway  south  of  Reading 
that  is  less  than  four  travel  lanes. 

The  Massachusetts  Department  of  Public  Works  is 
now  conducting  a  study  of  the  addition  of  two 
travel  lanes  specifically  to  address  this  congestion 
problem.  The  proposed  project  involves  adding 
these  travel  lanes  in  the  existing  median  area  of 
Route  128  between  Route  9  and  Route  24,  a  dis- 
tance of  about  14  miles.  The  widening  of  the  road- 
way to  eight  lanes  will  include  necessary  mod- 
ifications to  bridges  along  the  highway  and  to 
some  overpassing  bridges.  The  Highland  Avenue 
interchange  in  Needham  will  be  redesigned;  the 
configuration  of  all  other  interchanges  will  be  un- 
affected by  the  project.  The  study  underway  in- 
cludes: 

•  conducting  an  initial  environmental  in- 
ventory of  the  areas  bordering  the  highway; 

•  developing  highway  design  and  environ- 
mental impact  criteria; 

•  preparing  alternative  designs;  and 

•  assessing  the  environmental  impacts  of 
the  project. 

From  the  alternative  designs,  one  concept  will  be 
selected  for  further  refinement.  For  this  alternative 
preliminary  engineering  drawings  of  the  highway 
and  bridges  will  be  prepared  including  plans,  pro- 
files, signing,  construction  staging,  traffic  mainte- 
nance, and  landscaping.  The  environmental  im- 
pacts of  the  selected  alternative  will  then  be  as- 


sessed.  The  impacts  to  be  examined  include  those 
on: 

•  bordering  land  uses, 

•  air  quality, 

•  water  resources, 

•  ecosystems  and  wetland  resources, 

•  noise  conditions, 

•  historic  and  archaeological  resources, 

•  bordering  open  space,  and 

•  the  aesthetic  quality  of  the  highway. 

The  Massachusetts  Department  of  Public  Works 
has  selected  a  consultant  team  led  by  Sverdrup 
Corporation  to  perform  this  work.  Sverdrup 
Corporation  will  be  responsible  for  overall  project 
development  and  for  highway  and  bridge  design. 
Five  subconsultants  will  contribute  in  their  special 
area  of  expertise: 

•  Bryant  Associates,  Inc.,  survey  work  and 
highway  design, 

•  Cambridge  Acoustical  Associates,  Inc., 
noise  analysis, 

•  Goldberg-Zoino  &  Associates,  Inc., 
geotechnicol  analysis, 

•  HMM  Associates,  air  and  water  quality 
analysis,  and 

•  Wallace,  Floyd,  Associates  Inc.,  land  use 
analysis,  landscape  architecture  and 
development  of  a  public  participation 
program. 


The  Decision  Process 


The  study  now  underway  is  the  first  step  toward 
the  construction  of  the  additional  travel  lanes  and 
will  be  the  basis  for  the  Federal  Highway  Adminis- 
tration (FHWA)  decisions  concerning  the  project. 
FHWA  will  be  the  funding  agency  for  construction. 
This  highway  project  is  eligible  for  90  percent 
Federal  funding  from  the  Highway  Trust  Fund.  An 
Environmental  Assessment  must  be  produced  to 
comply  with  the  National  Environmental  Policy  Act 
(NEPA),  a  requirement  for  federal  funding.  From 
this  the  FHWA  will  determine  the  benefits  of  the 
project,  and  whether  it  will  have  a  significant  im- 
pact. 

The  current  study  is  being  conducted  in  com- 
pliance with  the  Massachusetts  Environmental  Poli- 
cy Act  (MEPA).  The  Secretary  of  Environmental 
Affairs  will  determine  if  the  impacts  and  possible 
mitigation  measures  have  been  adequately  an- 
alyzed based  on  the  Draft  Environmental  Impact 
Report. 

A  single  document  will  be  produced  to  act  as 
both  the  Environmental  Assessment  required  by 
federal  low  and  the  Environmental  Impact  Report 
required  by  Massachusetts  low.  This  joint  document 


will  be  produced  first  as  a  draft  which  will  be 
available  for  review  and  comment  by  federal 
agencies,  state  agencies  and  officials,  local  agen- 
cies and  officials,  and  the  general  public.  Further 
comment  will  be  made  at  a  public  hearing.  Then, 
on  the  basis  of  all  comments  received,  a  final  ver- 
sion of  the  joint  document  will  be  published. 


Schedule 


Prepare  Studies  of 
Alternotrves 


Spring  1987 


Develop  Prelimmary  Distribute  Environmental  , 

Engineering  Drowings^F  Document 
and  Assess  Impacts 


The  study  is  scheduled  to  take  about  18  months. 
Following  on  initial  phase  of  data  gathering,  the 
work  involves  three  major  steps: 

1.  Studies  of  the  alternatives  for  the  addition- 
al lanes  and  the  reconfiguration  of  the 
Highland  Avenue  interchange  will  be  de- 
veloped and  evaluated. 

2.  After  the  selection  of  one  alternative,  pre- 
liminary engineering  drawings  will  be  pre- 
pared and  the  environmental  impacts  of  the 
alternative  will  be  assessed. 

3.  A  joint  Environmental  Assessment  and  En- 
vironmental Impact  Report  document  will  be 
prepared  and  distributed  for  public  com- 
ment.   Following  comments  the  project  will 
be  submitted  to  FHWA  for  determination  of 
impacts. 
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Public  Participation 


Consultants  Update 


This  newsletter  is  part  of  the  effort  to  gather  pub- 
lic comments  and  inform  the  interested  public 
about  the  lane  addition  to  Route  128.  Throughout 
the  study  there  will  be  newsletters,  like  this  one,  to 
provide  updates  as  the  study  progresses.  The  next 
newsletter,  expected  to  be  out  in  February  1987, 
will  present  the  conceptual  approaches  of  the 
alternative  plans  for  the  additional  lanes  and  treat- 
ment of  the  Highland  Avenue  interchange.  A  third 
newsletter  in  Spring  1987  will  present  the  overall 
study  findings  and  design  recommendations.  Our 
newsletter  is  the  best  way  to  keep  up-to-date  on 
the  study.  If  you  aren't  on  the  mailing  list  and 
would  like  to  be,  or  know  someone  who  would  like 
to  be,  please  clip  the  coupon  below  and  send  it  to 
Wallace,  Floyd,  Associates  Inc. 

Public  informational  meetings  will  be  held  in  the 
project  area  during  the  course  of  the  work  to  pre- 
sent study  findings  and  solicit  public  input.  In  the 
Fall  of  1987  a  Public  Hearing  will  be  held.  This 
newsletter  will  keep  you  informed  on  the  dotes 
and  locations  for  these  public  meetings. 

If  you  hove  any  questions  or  comments  about  the 
project,  please  feel  free  to  contact  Robert  Lapsley, 
Project  Manager,  Massachusetts  Department  of 
Public  Works,  System  Planning  and  Development, 
at  973-7475. 


Route  128  Facts 


•  Route  128  was  the  first  limited-access  cir- 
cumferential highway  in  the  country. 

•  Route  128  was  built  in  1951.  The  first 
stretch  went  from  Route  9  in  Wellesley  to 
Route  1  in  Lynnfield. 

•  Route  128  is  now  1-95  from  Peabody  to 
Canton  and  1-93  from  Canton  to  Braintree; 
closing  up  gaps  that  hod  existed  in  the 
Interstate  Highway  System. 

•  The  southern  stretch,  between  Route  9  and 
Route  24  is  the  only  port  of  Route  128(1-95) 
that  is  not  eight  lanes  wide,  with  the 
exception  of  the  northern  section  from 
Reading  to  Peabody. 

•  The  breakdown  lanes,  along  the  Welles- 
ley  to  Randolph  stretch,  are  being  used  as 
travel  lanes  during  the  morning  and  eve- 
ning rush  hours,  as  a  temporary  improve- 
ment measure. 


The  consultants  are  focusing  their  current  efforts 
on  initial  contact  meetings  with  local  and  state 
agencies  and  interested  groups,  compilation  of 
baseline  information,  and  beginning  preliminary 
design  of  the  conceptual  alternatives.  Progress  on 
specific  activities  are  as  follows: 
Land  Use 

Wallace,  Floyd,  Associates  is  compiling  existing 
land  use  activities  and  identifying  plans  for  the 
area  abutting  the  highway.  Open  space  resources 
are  being  identified.  The  staff  archaeologist  at  the 
Massachusetts  Department  of  Public  Works  has  in- 
itiated a  survey  of  known  historical  and 
archaeological  sites.  WFA  is  surveying  the  aes- 
thetic and  landscape  character  of  the  right-of-way 
and  bridges. 
Air  and  Water  Quality 

The  analyses  of  air  and  water  quality  ore  being 
undertaken  by  HMM  Associates.  Existing  ambient 
air  quality  data  is  being  reviewed,  and  the  attain- 
ment status  of  all  pollutants  for  the  project  de- 
termined. Using  primarily  past  surface  water  and 
ground  water  sampling  studies  and  published 
materials,  the  current  water  quality  will  be  char- 
acterized for  the  surface  waters  of  the  Charles  Riv- 
er, the  Neponset  River  drainage  basins  and  a 
series  of  local  groundwater  aquifers. 


Neponset  River 


Ecosystem 

Focusing  on  present  wetlands,  floodplains,  porks 
and  sensitive  undeveloped  areas,  HMM  Associates 
is  reviewing  all  existing  information  on  the  ecosy- 
stem of  the  area.  This  work  also  includes  study  of 
terrestrial  wildlife,  vegetation  and  any  habitats  of 
known  rare  or  endangered  species.  In  areas  where 
available  information  is  not  adequate,  field  surveys 
will  be  conducted  to  map  the  bordering  vegetative 
wetlands. 


Noise 

Cambridge  Acoustical  Associates  is  conducting  a 
noise  analysis  with  noise  level  measurements  at 
about  30  noise  sensitive  sites. 


Preliminary  Engineering 

Sverdrup  Corporation  has  begun  work  on  the 
preliminary  engineering  studies  of  the  redesign  of 
the  interchange  at  Highland  Avenue  and  the  con- 
ceptual alternatives  for  the  lane  addition  to  the 
highway. 


Geotechnical 

Goldberg-Zoino  &  Associates  is  assimilating  in- 
formation on  each  of  the  bridges  requiring  founda- 
tion recommendations.  Also,  they  are  developing  a 
pilot  boring  program  to  supplement  available  in- 
formation. 
Surveys 

Topographic  survey  information  on  storm  and 
sanitary  sewers,  as  well  as  property  lines  and 
ownership  from  assessors  records  is  being 
obtained  by  Bryant  Associates.  Based  on  informa- 
tion from  utility  owners  and  public  agencies,  exist- 
ing utilities  are  being  mapped. 
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